
 

June ____, 2015  
 
To:   (DDOT Representative) 
 
From: McMillan Advisory Group  
 
Re:  Request for McMillan-area development traffic impact study 
 
 
 
Dear (DDOT Representative):  
  
We write to bring the attached information to your attention and to invite you to join us at our 
August McMillan Advisory Group (MAG) meeting (Thursday, August 13th).   To help guide the 
discussion, we can develop and share some specific topic areas and questions in advance.  In 
addition, if you can share in advance any DDOT reports or assessments of 
traffic/parking/transportation for McMillan or the other area developments listed, we could use 
the face-to-face time more efficiently.  
 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of this invitation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kirby Vining 
MAG Chairman, on behalf of the MAG 
  



 

 
McMillan-Area Development Traffic Impact 

 
 

Summary:  Multiple, large-scale developments have either been approved or planned within less 
than one mile from each other along the North Capital Street corridor, between Channing Street 
to the South and the Armed Forces Retirement Home to the North; and along Michigan Avenue 
to Brookland Metro Station to the East and Howard University to the West.  To date, we are not 
aware of a completed comprehensive, regional traffic study that looks at the impact of additional 
vehicular traffic on the existing communities.  Below is a summary of traffic/vehicle-related data 
collected from publically available sources. 
 
1.  McMillan Sand Filtration Site 
Source of information:  VMP Traffic Impact Study 2014 

• 2530 parking spaces (majority for commercial use for the healthcare buildings) 
• 2000 additional vehicular trips per each peak AM and peak PM hour 

 
2.  Armed Forces Retirement Home (Soldier’s Home) 
Source of information: VMP TIS 2014 and AUSFRH Record of Decision, Master Plan Selected 
Alternative 3A, AFTH COO. 

• Over 5000 parking spaces 
• 3900 additional vehicular trips per peak AM hour and 4600 trips per peak PM hour 

 
3.  Veteran’s Affairs Hospital Expansion 
Source of information:  VMP TIS 2014 and DC VAMC Master Plan Transportation Management 
Plan 2010 

• New multi-story garages (number of parking spaces not found) 
• 424 additional peak AM trips and 638 additional peak PM trips per hour 

 
4.  Clover Leaf Development (N. Cap and Irving) 
Source of information:  ZC Order 08-33 (Note: This development was NOT included in VMP 
Traffic Impact Study) 

• 600+ parking spaces 
• A traffic study with vehicle counts was not available/found, but site will include a 9-story 

hotel, conference center, and retail uses 
5.  Monroe Street Market Complex:  Not included in VMP TIS and came online after the traffic 
counts for the VMP TIS were conducted. 
 
Traffic Mitigation:  When provided, each of these developments proposes mitigating vehicular 
traffic through encouraging public transit/ride sharing, walking, biking, and private shuttle 
services.  Although there is acknowledgement that existing Metro bus services (there is not a 
Metrorail stop within walking distance to then McMillan area) have already or are near to 
exceeding capacity under present conditions, our understanding is that there is no funding in the 
DDOT budget to expand metro bus capacity to the region, especially after the above mentioned 
developments come online.   Since the assumptions in the traffic studies do not mirror current 
conditions (e.g., assuming 20 – 40% of trips will be non-private vehicle or public transit despite 



 

the findings of surveys of hospital employees which indicate less than 10% of those employees 
use modes of transportation other than car), the communities are left with private shuttles trying 
to absorb 7000+ additional trips PER PEAK HOUR!  
 
 
Proposal:   
Since it does not appear that a regional traffic study has been conducted for the McMillan area 
that includes all of the approved and planned developments and that includes recent current 
traffic assessments, we suggest that DDOT consider the creation of a McMillan Area Traffic and 
Transportation Pact.  The goal of the Pact will be two-fold.  Part A will include all of the current 
and future development within a two mile radius of McMillan.  Part B will identify necessary 
traffic amelioration needs in order to successfully mitigate the impact of the developments 
coming online.  As part of the mitigation strategy, it is important that DDOT’s budget include the 
funds necessary to expand existing public transit options as well as introduce new ones (e.g., 
circulator bus routes, trolley lines, etc.).  We do not believe that traffic mitigation can 
successfully rely on shuttles funded by private interests and strongly recommend that the District 
fulfill its direct role in public transportation, a necessary city service, through a comprehensive 
and fully funded plan.    
 


